
 
Supporting Behaviour Policy 

 
 

Statement of intent 
 
We believe that children flourish best when their personal, social and emotional needs are 
met and where there are clear and developmentally appropriate expectations for their 
behaviour. Children need to have consistent boundaries of behaviour for their own safety 
and the safety of their peers.  We aim to develop these boundaries in a way that will help 
the children develop a sense of significance of their own behaviour by using language and 
interventions that reflect an understanding of each individual child. We have Golden Rules, 
which are displayed in the main room and which the children are regularly reminded of, 
both in general play and as group time activities.  

 
Aim 
 
We aim to teach the children to behave in socially acceptable ways and to understand the 
needs and rights of others.  

 
Methods 
 
Overbury Grasshoppers’ staff promote acceptable behaviour and respect for others by role 
modeling good practice at all times.  We fully support the Children Act 2004 guidelines on 
behaviour and sanctions, namely that any sanctions applied: 

• must take into account the child’s age and stage of development,  

• be given at the time 

• be relevant to the action 

• be fair   
 
The behaviour policy at Overbury Grasshoppers is based on the following principles: 
 

• Every child starts each day with a clean slate and are supported in developing a 
sense of belonging, ensuring they feel valued and welcome 

• All staff, volunteers and students will use positive strategies for handling any 
inappropriate behaviour, by helping children to find solutions that are age 
appropriate.  

• Positive rewards for good behaviour, good effort, participation etc 

• Staff will ensure that there is a wide range of stimulating equipment and resources 
to allow children to be meaningfully occupied without the need for unnecessary 
conflict over sharing and waiting for turns. 

• Parents/carers are involved in positive strategies and informed regularly about their 
children’s behaviour (good and bad) 

• There is a clear set of rules which are consistently applied 

• There is a clear set of consequences for breaking these rules, consistently applied 



• In the case of misbehaviour, it will always be made clear to the child in question that 
it is the behaviour and not the child that is unwelcome 

• We do not use techniques intended to single out and humiliate individual children. 

• Children who misbehave will be given one-to-one adult support in seeing what was 
wrong 

• Children are encouraged not to hit back but, if they are hit, to report it to a member 
of staff so that aggressive behaviour can be challenged 

• Physical punishment, such as smacking or shaking, will be neither used nor 
threatened 

• Restraint will only be used as a last resort, in order to prevent children from hurting 
either himself or herself or someone else.  It will never be used as punishment. 

• Children will never be sent out of the room by themselves, and if “Time-Out” is used 
the period of time will not exceed a few minutes (age in years = number of minutes). 

• Adults will be aware that some kinds of behaviour may arise from a child’s special 
needs and react accordingly 

• We do not shout or raise our voices in a threatening way in response to a child’s 
inappropriate behaviour 

• In the case of a child using bad language and swearing, we will work closely with the 
family/carers to support them in addressing the problem and help them to gain an 
understanding that it is not acceptable. 

• In cases of serious concern, such as racial or other abuse, by adults or children, we 
make clear immediately the unacceptability of the behaviour and attitudes, by 
means of explanations.  

• The Manager will ensure that staff record details of any events and that 
parents/carers of a child are kept fully informed about and support the steps being 
taken to deal with unacceptable behaviour, working together in partnership with all 
parties concerned. 
 

Rough and tumble play 
 
Young children often engage in play that has aggressive themes – such as superhero and 
weapon play; some children may become engrossed in this type of play and it is the 
responsibility of the trained staff to monitor to ensure behaviour does not become 
inappropriate. 
 
 

 
 
 


